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Lift-off
for £1m
UFQ: hunt:

By DOMINIC MARTIAN

{.FOCOH'?MH
EUROCRATS are set to

spend an out-of-this-
world £1million of tax-
payers' money — to look
for UFOs.

The plan has been ap-
proved by the EC’s
Energy Commission.

That means a six-fig-
ure sum looks likely to
be handed over to
boffing at the French
Toulouse 8pace Moni-
toring Centre. - - i

The idea is the brain-
child of Italian MEP
Tulllo Regge who feels
the centre ia under-.
funded.

He wants EC sclen-
tists to collate all
European sightings of
UFOs.

UFO expertsa at the
centre search for space-
ships through hi-tech;
telescopes and investi-
gate sightings.

Mr Norman West,
Labour MEP for York--
shire Bouth, said: “No
one i8 really taking this
seriously. 4

“A lot of crazy things |
happen across the water
but it certainly won't
get backing from the |
British Labour group.” '

UFO expert Jenny
Randles said: “It could
be a great idea.”

Japan and America
already have similar
set-ups.

Sunday Mirror

It’s not unusual

| PEOPLE who think they have seen a
UFO are neither potty nor )
particularly unusual, reports the
Journal of Abnormal Psychology.
Researchers compared the
personality profiles of UFO observers
with those without extraterrestrial
experience and found that people
who are convinced they have seen
unidentified flying objects are pretty
average-without any tendencies

‘ towards hallucinations.

Evening News 08.06.94

Hit finances
UFO hobby

TROGGS STAR RegPresley is over the moon after
earning £1 million from the soundtrack of the film
Four Weddings and a Funeral—and he’s spending
the cash on investigating UFOs.

“Wild Thing” Reg will use the royalties from
Wet Wet Wet’s cover version of his SOHF Love Is
All Around to examine crop circles he believes are
made by alien spacecraft.

Presley heard yesterday that the song he penned
in the 1960s was at number one in the pog_charts.
Reg said, “I want to film the crop circles from the
air and it costs money to send up helicopters, so I'll
use part of the royalty money on my hobby.

“If the film goes phenomenally—and it’s looking
that way—I reckon I could earn up to £1 million. I
don't necessarily need the money, but I'm very
happy to have it.”

The hit song has taken America by storm and
the film is making leading man Hugh Grant a star.

Reg, who still lives in his home town of Andover,
Hants, with wife Brenda, said of his four-year
obsession with crop circles, “Most of the crop
circles are hoaxes, but 25% of them aren't. There
have been airborne phenomena seen above crop
circles. There may be other explanations, but I
have to say that I think some are due to extra-
terrestrials making them,” said the singer, who
has almost finished a book on such circles.
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NZ Herold, Fridoy, Seplember 24,

Earthling
~ rescue
~ mission
launched

By ROSALEEN
MACBRAYNE
in Tauranga

. A retired Tauranga
man, Mr Harvey Cooke,
has formed a four-
member support group
for those who have been
abducted by aliens — and
brought back to Earth,
often pregnant.

After nearly 40 years
studying UFOs and
extra-terrestrial mat-
ters, Mr Cooke says those
who have had other-
worldly experiences
need counselling and
hypnotherapy to get over
the trauma.

He estimates that
about 3000 New Zea-
landers have been kid-
napped by spacemen
who, he reckons, want to
breed wth Earthlings to
create a hybrid race.

Although never having
been carried off himself,
Mr Cooke is well in-
| formed on what happens

to those who are and can

give graphic descriptions
| of the ET-like creatures.

i

l He says the alien in- .

| vaders wusually prefér
| young women. Unbe-
. known to family and
| {riends, they are spirited
| off for a couple of hours.
‘ Often, the kidnappers

impregnate their victims
artificlally before
turning them to where

| says Mr Cooke.

re-

they were taken from,

Mysterious
object
helping
scientists

object, it was definitely
flying, and at first it was
unidentified.

But the sight which
caused alarm around the

country last night was no
UFQ.

take a second look at a
white glowing body
which was seen at sunset
thousands of metres
above the earth.

and the New Zealand
Herald were inundated
with calls, but there was
no cause for anxiety.

“It is not a UFO, it is
not loaded with Martians

| and, chances are, peopie

will not even see it to-
morrow,”” said. the
Meteorological Service
northern regional fore-
cast manager, Mr Bob
McDavitt.

The object was a
stratespheric helium bal-
loon launched from New
Caledonia last month by
the World Meteorologi-
cal Organisation.

At an altitude of 24km
the balloon poses no
threat to aircraft, be-
cause it is twice as high
as most jets are capable
of flying.

The balloon, which is
100m high and 30m wide,
is expected to orbit the
planet during the several
months it will stay in the
stratesphere.

New Zealand Herald 20.08.93

Air traffic controllers :

It was definitely an |

People from Nelson to -
north of Auckland had to



MERICAN holidaymakers are
heading for the Highlands ... in
search of ALIENS.
For they think the wide open spaces
could be ET’s second home.

And there’s no need to go star trekking to
Klingon country when you can find out-of-this-
world beings in Kingussie.

The 14 spaced-out Yanks are members of the

ET .. Is he the
alien of the glens?

L

WORF ... the alien
from Star Trek

Triad Foundarion,a UFO
special interest group.

They believe the
Highlands are a prime
site for close encounters
and want to speak to
locals who have made
mysterious sightings.

ADVERTS

The group are paying
£1300 a person for the
trip in July.

And they have placed
adverts in local news-
papers in the Highlands,
asking locals with any
extra-terrestrial experi-
ences to contact them
before they leave.

Joyce Murphy, of
Above All Travel Inc, in
Granbury, Texas, has
organised the trip.

She says she has
already been contacted
by a maa from
Kingussie who said that
a large craft landed in
front of him but he was
too scared to tell anyone
about it.

REMOGTE

Tony Dodd, director
of investigations for
Quest International, the
biggest UFO investigat-
ing group in Europe,
said:

“It is not surprising
these people are coming
to the Highlands as
UFOs usually pick
remote areas to visit.

“] am convinced that
governments in the west-
ern world are covering
up a lot of the informa-
tion they have on UFO
sightings.” ~

Daily Record 28.05.94

St ightings
MORE close encounters of the paranormal  ering, who spotted something bizarre in

kind have been going on in the Scarbor-
| ough area — prompting the setting up of a

UFO hotline.

Experts are already investigating after a
spate of strange sightings in and around

Scarbarough.

The latest was by John Inman, of Pick-

Still

ONE of Suffolk’s greatest
unsolved mysteries - the
sightings of a UFO near an
air ‘base - has attracted
worldwide interest.

People fascinated by the
claims that a spaceshiE
landed close to RA
Woodbridge in 1980 are still
anxious to uncover the
truth.

Americans keep ringing
up  investigators  with
information and visits are
occasionally made to the
site.

The Japanese printed
35,000 copies of a book by
Brenda Butler and Dot
Street about the mysterious

sightings. I%ickly sold out

and the 39,000 copies of the
reprint were also snapped
up

And even now the remote
spot in Rendlesham Forest
still has an eerie feeling for
Ms Butler, of Leiston. -

“When I walk along here
and think back over all the
years, it makes the place
feel cold and sad.

“There is also a special
feeling and I can not help

thinkin% something
definitely did take place.
“There are too many

witnesses for all of them to
be telling lies.”

Sarah = Richardson of
Ipswich was 12 years old
when the dramatic events
occurred on two nights in
December, 1980, "¢

She was in her bedroom

in Rodney - = Court,
Woodbridge, and could not
slee

window she saw: “Li%hl.s
which_I thought were like

fireworks. &+ =

.hovering on

“&)oking. "out of the

a mystery

Flashback to 1983

“There were three of
them and I will never forget
about it.”

Sightings of the lights.

were also recorded by
wople_living in Ipswich,

oodbridge, Leiston,
Eastbridge, Belstead and
Marlesford:

A shroud of secrecy has
been drawn over that
December night - but a
report was written by the
deputy base commander at

Woodbridge Lt Col
Charles Halt in which he
says a ‘‘strange glowing
object” touched down in the
forest.

He told how USAF
security patrols from the

base were sent out to check -

on unusual lights and
discovered an object which
“Illuminated - the entire
forest with a white light.”
He said: “The object was
legs. As
patrolmen approached it, it
manoeu through the
trees and disappeared.
*““At this time the animals

. onanearby farm wentinto a

frenzy. The next day three

. ground

3,

when Brenda Butler and Dot Street revisited
the site of the mystery.

depressions one and a half
inches deep and seven
inches in diameter were
found where the object had
been sited on the ground.”

Traces of radiation were
found in imprints on the
air traffic
controllers revealed they
had received reports of
aerial phenomena over
southern England.

Ms Butler still preserves
the anonymity of an
American serviceman who
gave a graphic account of
seeing three “entities” with
a spacecraft.

Anyone who recalls
anything unusual is asked to
contact Brenda on (728
830757 or Sarah on 0473
711061. '

East Suffolk Mercury 22.05.94

the sky over Snainton.

His sighting came just days after three
colleagues at a Scarborough garage saw a
weird white light moving over the town
and another man saw a mysterious object
hovering near Barroweliff School.

Mr Inman claims that he saw two white

N NS

Spar

k UFO hotline

lights and a glowing red orb in the sky on

Friday and says that there was no way it

was an aircraft.

Scarborough Evening News 03.02.94

Mr Inman, who is a paranormal investi-
gator, said that he wants to hear from any-
body else who has had any strange sight-
ings in the area recently.

He can be contacted on 0751 475396~
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I'ilm footage of a UFO taken by a local man is to be featured in a 1V

programme.

Joe Callan of Fyfe road, Corby used his camcorder to film the flying
saucer-shaped object, which hovered above his home for about five

minutes.

Mr Callan, his wife Margaret and children Sean, Serena and Lbony, were

May 7th.

in the garden when they spotted the UFO just before 7.45pm on Saturday,

Mr Callan a Co-operative insurance agent, rushed into his house to get

the camcorder,
pinoculars.

I'he video recording, lasting more than
the new LWI programme Schofields Quest

Mr Callan said: ‘I noticed something in
microlight. It came from the north-west
goling very slowly. It had a silver top,
Underneath it was black and circular.

1t bobbed about and curved round as it moved.
It was a fantastic experilence!’

and shot off.

Mr Callan said the experience did not worry him. He said:

while Mrs Callan and three-year-old Sean looked through

four minutes, will be shown on
on Sunday June 26.

the sky and assumed it was a
and flew into the wind. It was
which was round with bubbles.

There was no noise.’

1t then went on its side

'l half

expected to see something one day. It didn’t worry me at all. Nothing
happened to the garden and the birds were still twittering away! I am a
very sceptical person, but I am not arrogant enough to beleive we are

the only intelligence in the universe.’

Mr Callan called Corby man Ernie Still,
Nothamptonshire UFO Research Centre. Mr
Research Association,

Mr Still said: '

NIGHT sightings of
UFOs across the
county sky can now
be reported to a new
investigation team.

Flying saucers: ‘Call
us if you spot one’

. This 1s the first on film L’ve seen.
impressed, there’s certainly something there’

who helped found NUFORC - the
Still informed the British UFO

which examined the film.

I was very

AN Unidentified Flying
Object was reported hov-
ering over the M6 last
night.

A passing motorist
noticed a brightly-lit obj-
ect hovering in the sky
between junctions 13 and
14 as he drove home to

And they hope the public
will not be embarrassed by
calling them with in-
formation.

“A lot of people are
frightened of being laughed at
if they have genuinely seen
something they cannot
explain,’”” said Richard
Millen, self-appointed UFO
investigator for Lincoln and
Newark.

“*We are here to respond to
people’s calls, to explain what
we can and to record what
really is unidentifiable,”” he
added.

Callers will not be identified
if they are afraid of being
labelled cranks and informa-

tion passed on can be handled
confidentially.

Ministry of Defence records
have shown that more than
500 of the unidentified flying
object sightings in 1993 are
still unexplained.

None of these is believed to
have been over Lincolnshire
— but there have been calls
from Norfolk of a triangular
light formation which could
have been seen from Lin-
colnshire late last year.

Police in Lincoln have been
asked by Mr Millen and the
UFO group based in
Mansfield to pass on any calls
to them.

**Newark police have been
very co-operative and we are

sure that police in Lincoln will
be as helpful,” Mr Millen
added.

Five per cent of all sightings
remain mysteries and the most
easily explained sightings are
of weather balloons and me-
teorites.

Mr Millen, a 39-year-old
Newark-based computer
salesman, has just been ap-
pointed the UFO investigator
for Lincoln and can be con-
tacted on (0636) 72587.

Meetings of the Mansfield
UFO group are held on the
first and third Mondays of
each month in room 3 of
Mansfield Library, Westgate,
Mansfield from 7.30pm to
9.30pm.

" Lincolnshire Star 15.03.94

Alsager at around 9.15pm.

Today a police spokes-
man said: ‘‘He telephoned
us to report a UFO over
the motorway. He said it
was brightly-lit with red
and blue lights underneath.

““We do not believe it
could have been a plane or
our police helicopter so at
this stage we are unable to
account forit.”

Officers who investigat-
ed the sighting did not sce
anything out of the ordi-
nary.

The spokesman added:
‘‘We have not had any
other sightings at this
stage but we would be
interested to hear from
anybody who saw any-
thing unusual.”

Evening Sentinel 05.02.94



Us life, Jim." runs the
C immortal Star Trek

line, “'hut not as we

kaow 1L So how da

we know The Alien?
For most hack science fiction — the
adventures of Captain Kirk and Dr
MeCov included — the abvious
#ens of alienness are hug-eves,
tanuous syntax and a set of deeply
unfathomable motives. Theoren-
cally, there 1s nothing more disturh.
ng our munds could 1magine than a
plausible alien — a crearure derer-
auned by a2 radically  different
environment (than our own, the de-
tatls af its evolution and intelligence
unpredictable: a profoundly 'un-
matural” entty. Sa what kind of
alien do we usually conjure up from
the infinite possibilities of the unp-
verse?!  An o upnight biped with
binocular vision and clever hands,
Ui, to put it less technically, a third-
rate aclor in & rubber suit.

The cument cluich of space-
operas on television (Deep Space
Mine, Star Trek: The Neat Genera-
o) feature hordes of latexed extras
and lead characters — every alien
Amazingly fluent in standard Anglo-
Amencan, with onfices in all the
nght places. In Channel 4's forh-
coming sci-fi senal, Babylon §
iMondays. from May 16), one
repuban alien even otfers 1o have
vigorous sex with a beautiful human
elepath — ““depending on vour
pleasure threshold, of course'', Nice
i see that Captain Kirk's hibidinous
seal for human-alien relanans is
being sustained in mainstream
P90 s01-fi,

The alien also taps inta the less
predictable. more polansed pans of
vur psyche. Whether i's Spielberg's
suntly  extra-terrestnal, stretching
wul a giowing fingertip to brush a
child’s forehead, or Ridley Scom's
slime-covered killer, swooping
down 0 eviscerate another crew
member. the wav we “‘make con-
tact”” with the alien can be as es-
reme and contradictory as  the
uncanscious wself. | And where else
are we more “Calien’ 0 ourselves
than there?) The semimnal 1956 sci-f
film  Forbidden Planet  featured
““The Monster From the Id™", and a
line from the hero can stand as the
pavenological core of all our alien
encounters: *That thing out there —
15 vew!

[T the alien “*is us™, in the fullest
wense, then 1L must express our con-
winus as well as our unconscinus
wancems, speak for the citizen as
well as the case study. The classic
cti ol the mass-culture alien —
195 Amenca — ordered its imter-
stellar cast bst of blobs, amts, robats
and messiihs an strictly deological
lines; the paranoias and insecuniies
il the cold war extended mercilessly
12 Alpha Centaun, and back again.

On one sude, there were “conser-
vanve ' alien movies such as Inva-
wan OF The Body Snatchers (19561,
Creature From The Rlack Lagoon
(1954} and The Thing (1951}, They
mvoked the forces of law, order and

TMAY % e THE SUNDAY TIMES

‘T'he good, the bad

stability — the ''state authorites™,
a5 they were wsually known — 10
defeat the nameiess, faceless revolu-
liwnanes from outer space: red ten-
lacles swarming under every bed
eood neighbours permanently
suscepuible to subversion. On the
other side. “‘radical™ alien flicks
such as The Day The Earth Siood
Still (1951} vistted & moral plague
on both sides of the Iron Curtain.
Klaatu, the Chrst-like visitor, does
not just render immaobile the callec-
tive nuclear armounes of Russia and
America, but tums stary-eyed patri-
Ol against therr own country's
schemung  Establishment, enlisung

lly

asiona

How alien are aliens? From the films of the 1950s to the space
operas of the 1990s, extra-terrestrials have embodied our prejudices
and political fears: the alien is us, says PAT KANE

them in his defence and escape.

Like Japan's Godzilla movies of
the same era (where Tokyo would be
neually destroved, in a weird nat-
ional expiation of the shame of Hiro-
stuma), America's screen aliens of
the 19505 allowed an insanely
repressive culiure to explore its pol-
inical unconscious, left and right

Where else could you see extreme
acts of insurrection against the pow-
ers that be — like the Washington
monumesl s in two, or the
Capitol building smashed like a
melon — other than during Earth vs
The Flying Saucers (1956)7 And
how else could you enjoy Amenca
applying its nuclear capability in a
wholly moral sense, other than 1o
blast the alien ants of Them! (1954)
10 smithereens?

The alien is still being used as ac-

Ay

lor i a nauonal morality plav.
Channel 4's Babylon 5§ reflects 115
1990s Zeitgeist as slavishly as 1950s
cinema — but with a lot more seif-
conscious wrony, of course, The ac-
ton takes place on a five-mule-long
United Nations-style vessel. orbinng
space in the year 2257, Its mussion i3
to host cntical talks aimed at
establishing a lasting peace in the
galaxy, after many years of biner
conflict between the five mmn salar
systems.

Naturally, Earth is the leading
power in this secunity council of the
plancts — and for '“Terran'" in the
23rd century read “*American’ at
the cusp of the 21st. “*This is a
dream given form.”" runs the pro-
gramme's  weekly prologue, ''a
place where humans and aliens
could work out their differences
peacefully . . . Our last best hope for
peace.”” There is no shortage of par-
allels drawn betwen the wearisome
burdens of impenal power, present
and future. As the vessel's valiam
commander proposes an lrag-style
space raid, the diplomat from back
home barks over the screen: ' The
Earth Alliance can't go around
being the galary's policeman!"

When it comes to the aliens them-
selves, Babylon §'s political alle-
gories are no subtler. One alien
ambassador of a declining empire
speaks in a thick eastem European
accent, dresses in tsanst military
costume, and weeps  drunkenly
about *'smashed monuments 1o past
glories — we're just a theme park
now''. Another swarthy repilian
life-form, G*Kar. endorses the brutal
mvasion of defenceless planets, and
forces bruised capuves to give false
lesumonies 10 video cameras (Sad-
dam who?). Yet another group, the
fine-featured and inscrutable

UFO sightings
‘an illusion’

PEOPLE who claim to have seen
UFOs have simply experienced an
optical illusion, claims British
science writer Steuart Campboell.

He claims the “sight” of a flying
saucer or other alien phenomenon
is produced by the distorting
effect of the Earth’s atmosphere
on lightwaves skipping across the
universe.

n

%yesuon,‘ﬂs there life beyond
Readers have been calling the Advertiser to tell
us about flashing lights in the sky coming from

an unknown terrestrial source. 5
But before you could say “Close encounters

we managed to track down the alien life form.
First to alert us was Sarah Roberts, who saw the

lights while walking along East End Road, in

Finchley, last Tuesday evening.
“A light was in the middle of the-formation

“It was how | imagined the Northern Lights

would be,” she said.
“l saw a formation of a dozen lights spinning

and then dispersing for about half a minute,” he

said. .
But rest assured, the occupants of interplanetary

craft haven't quite come down to earth just yet.
“They are really powerful and can, apparently

Marketing manager Guy Lawrence said: “We
be seen from the City.”

were testing our spotlights for our opening

The somewhat disappointing explanation is that
weekend.

the mysterious lights came from the new UCI

The same thing was seen a few miles away -in
cinema complex at Edmonton.

“I stopped another guy as | was walking along
the street and we just stood staring at these lights
Burleigh Gardens, Southgate, by Michael Stavri.

through the clouds.
th other lights coming from it and occ

there was a flash.

sky last week and residents asked
wl

REVOLVING lights were spied in the

the
earth

Cambridge Evening News 11.05.c

Finchley Advertiser 10.03.94
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and the ugly

Mimban. are in league with the
Earthlines and eipress a3 keen in-
ferest in their Zen Buddhist gardens:
1 Pacific alliance, 1n every sense . . .

And 5o an, through all the im-
punant contemporary plavers in Pax
Amencana. each one marked out by
a false nose here and a plasuc cara-
pace there. This senes 15 one of an
impending stampede of TV space-
uperas coming from the States aver
the next few vears, jomning the re-
vamped Star Trek and its offshoot,
Deep Space Nine. They confirm the
role of sci-N narratives as the west-
ems of the 19%)s: providing grand
myths to help Amencans understand
their national crises. Yet these New

@ Star Trek and
Deep Space Nine
confirm the role
of sci-fi as today’s
western: grand
myths to help
Americans
understand their

crises ’

Fronuers are never final and closed:
and the “Red [njuns' — deeply
“alien " in their own day, of course
— Lanmd now be extermanated, are
even prolferanng wildly, *Bab-
vion™, as an image, relates (o Sen-
dtor Danel Movmban's vision of
current global polities as * Pande-
momwum - hewh are symbols for an
unstable. multi-polar  world  that
Western power has o leam 1o live
with

The it Oxford English Dic-
tonary citation of the word **alien’”,
in 1871, reveals the real ideclogy
behind the extra-temrestrial: “*An
ahien 1s a2 person who helongs o a

UFO scare is -
airship flight

An advertising gimmick
prompted dozens of 999
calls last night from resi-
dents believing they had
seen a UFO in Shropshire.

Callers jammed police
switchboards after they
glimpsed the flashing
object over Telford at about
Tpm. But the craft was
merely a Virgin-owned
advertising airship.

‘Kauowx

JO 90] B UO 9NO 980 8M,,

Shropshire Star 18.03.94

Monsier rash: ET, left, and, Aght, the Creature
[from the Black Lagoon. Photograph by Kobal

® 9AB{ . UDIP 9M

different poliical sociery than that
in which he resides’’ To Zive it
some credit, Babylun 5 is attempung
o move beyond these reactionary
semantics of “'the alien’”. But this
mca.nm_z structures our L'laSSIE im-
ages of alienness more than we re-
alise. [f the alien actively withes 1o
reside with us. does the ternfying
destroyer that stalks through the
three Alien mowies represent the
majonty's worst fears about the
presence of diffening Others in their
midst? Lurking under our floors and
behind our doors. preving on us
mercilessly, using us as passive
receptacles for its young: Ridley
Scoft’s creation is truly — 10 use the
language of immgration law — an
"undesirable ahien'. And is Spiel-
berg's ET. by companson. the
“acceptable” alien — because he is
4 pohite and friendly visitor: the 1ol-
erated, eccentne stranger who cven-
tually leaves. rather than the perma-
nent immugrant?

We should be keenly aware of the
sharply polical, even racist res-
onances of the alien. Yet the term
also gmned its focus from [9th-cen-
tury scienufic debates about evolu-
tion, initiated by Lamarck and then
Darwin, The idea that orgamsms
adapt themselves (o available envi-
ronments on this planet implied that
uncarthly conditions could produce
uncarthly creatures. No matter how
much the figure of the alien has
served as a dumping ground for poli-
fics and psychology over the past
century or so. there 15 a pulse of
genuine wonderment that infuses all
our imagimings of blobs and cone-
heads and space crustaceans. How
alien wouid a real alien be?
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Thinking along these lines moves
You out of ficnon. and into the flaky
but gentle world of the alien truc
believers — from UFO contactees,
foaming wildly in the more outra-
geous tabloids. to senous inter-
navenal scientfic  research  pro-
grammes such as SETI (Search for
Extra-Terresirial Intelligence), Jim
Schnabel’s recent study of the UFD
sighung craze. Dark White, gives
the phenomenon a number of banal
causes. Geophysical evidence
(where luminescence from tectonic
shifts makes for mass wilnessing of
“flying saucers’'). Sexual neurosis
{why is it 50 many Little Green Men
expenment  with their captives'
gemitals?). Schnabel also cites the
“'victimisation syndrome currently

. BUos ejoym

af) ueljLIM peq seqnuyia
ST Uy pue uwmop A[1e) oqy
powIny | “8ap| o) oul 0ARS
187} pUB eA0[ Jnogs Suos

-aﬂrr;&mmmﬂatu,_..

queo 1ed p1

' PIP I0AD OM UBM] 9] uoym G ON POYOBad 91
M0U A3UO0WI SI0UI JB) TLTEG
20 "MOUs [OBS I0J (00'ET
198 om sAep es0YlL,
‘PUB(Q 08NY B 6I0M 8m
o[ Suyqiewaos J03 spusq

e — JU 37U 8 G135 48nf 08
gm pouLIojred om UM,

SHH

A UO 83upns£op oYL,

A[SU0IT B UO oIas OM,, i}anm dnoxs dod

8ABD esey], 'SpPI0J8d JNo

fnpping Amenca. where satanic
abuse and alien abducuon are bath
werd indices of a culture of compul-
s1ve therapy and self-pity.

But the other alien obsessives —
the poor. forked sciemists who
swing their radio dishes across the
night sky. sending messages and
receiving nathing — deserve nur
sympathy, not our smurking con-
tempi. The vapours of hope and
yearming that nise ffom the pages of
First Contact: The Search For Extra-
terresinal Intelligence (3 book of es-
says edited by Ben Bova) are
familiar to every speculative space-
cadet. *"To think that we are the best
the universe could manage — the
mediocrity of it all’" says Harvard
SET1 researcher Paul Horowitz. Yer

ther guest 15 Iu-ung 1S scientidic s1a-
tus with every hght-year of siellar
stlence: Nasa withdrew its tunding
for SETI actvines in 1993, which
W survives mainly on pnivate
funds.

First Contact 15 most affecting
when 1L imagines the ramifications
of that “*unique moment in human
history”". An intelligent alien culiure
could “involve us i a dialogue of
centunes”, writes Michael Mich-
aud. ““bringing an incalculable rich-
ness of knowledge, physical instru-
mentaiities and  cultoral growth,
apetiing the door 1o a galacuc soci-
ety”". These are poignant hopes: our
first contact with a real alien might
FEMOYE our own sense of alienanon.
How could we be divided against
and estranged from our fellow
humans any longer, in the face of an
absolute, authentc Other?

Let science fiction do one of its
better jobs, and puncture such
starry-eyed idealism about  alien
contact. The first episode of Bab-
¥lon 5 closes with repons of a final
result in Eanth's general election,
The new president’s pnmary aim —
apant from “cutting the Budget''
(sound familiar?) — i5 10 "'project
Eanh cullures from growing non-
Terran influence ™. The station's hu-
man commander — whose brief it 10
broker deals between alien species
~— groans mighuly at the xenopho-
bic rhetoric, slumps 1nto bed, orders
“lights out™. It's life, Jim: exactly
as we know it ]

Sunday Times 08.05.94
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by Simon Ritchie

THIS is what postman
fohn Hunt claims to
nave seen fly at high-
:peed over his River
Juse houseboat.

Mr Hunt, 50, gave a de-
ailed description of his
ighting to Yorkshire
“vening Press graphic
irtists who superimposed it
n a photograph of the city
kyline.

He claims to have seen the
1vstery lemon-coloured
nion-shaped object soar over
:18 boat, moored near
‘keldergate, at the speed of a
ighter jet. The sighting took
lace at 8.40pm on Wednes-

.ay.
Mr Hunt, who was shocked.

v what he saw, said; “It first

ppeared as a black blob and -

:s it got closer it I thought it
nust be a helicopter. But it
sasn't. It made no sound at
"

A spokesman for Leeds
Veather Centre said it was
highly unlikely” that the
Hject was a weather balloon.
“‘There are only two
‘eather stations in the North
t England, at Liverpool and
1 Cumbria, which send up
alloons. The wind on Wed-
esday night would have sent
71em out to sea. The balldons
re also cream coloured, not
ellow, and they would have
oated slowly down to earth,
ot at high-speed.”

Balloon Rides of York said
it did not have any hot-air
balloons in York that night
because it was too windy.

There were no military air-
craft, microlites or hang-
gliders fyling over York that
night

About two weeks earlier
Bridlington student Karen
Clark, 20, saw what she des-
cribed as a UFO hover over a
field near Stamford Bridge.

“Me and my partner Simon
saw an round object with
white lights. It was very close
to the ground and travelling
very fast. It hovered for a
while and then left,” said
Karen.

“I did not report it at the
time because I did not think

anyone would believe me, It
was only when [ saw the piece
in the Press that I decided to
get in touch.”

North Yorkshire is the
number one county for spot-
ting UFOs.

Over the past ten years the
county has accounted for
more than half the national
total.

Ripon-based John Holman,
of the Alien Acknow-
ledgement Campaign is lob-
bying Parliament next week
as part of a transatlantic
campaign to focus attention
on UFOs.

@ If you think you have seen
a UFO contact Mr Mantle on
0924 444049 or Mr Holman
on 0765 602898,

An artists Impruslon of the UFO (not to ecale) as it came
In for a clou encounter with the York skyline.

® Lemon-coloured and
onion-shaped -

® Flew at the speed of
a fighter jet '

® Made no noise

® Travelled east-west over
River OQuse

seen over Chape
® August 1991-'M

® July 1972 ¢ "'Object glving offTéd, green and
|| yellow light seen In Fangfoss ~-/ | '
.| |'® July-1974 - Yellow—oranga flying taucanpomd"r
at Coneysthorpe, near Malton ; o
] July 1980 - Six. hrlght Ilghts seen.ln th&aides*
. above Sm'ton~o -Dement AR I )
® Decembor 1987 - p.arge pumpkln shaped obleot .
lcls, York 31 ’
rlous I[ght ‘hovered over; 'g{ _
Dalby Forost. Plci?orlng ;o

UFO expertsare
investigating claims froma
York couple that they were
abducted by aliens.

Members of the British UFO
Research Agsociation are
quizzing the middle-aged
couple who contacted the
association after their ‘'close
encounters’’.

Phillp Mantle, the
association’sdirector of
investigations, said:
"‘Because the investigation is
stillon-going we cannot
disclose the name of the
couple orthe details of the
alleged abduction.

“Allwecansayisthatthe
couple fromthe York area
contacted us acouple of
months ago. They claim to
have had a series of
paranormaland UFQ
encountersonand off over
the pastfew years,
"*One of them bears all the
halimarks of an abduction.”
MrMantle said researchers
were taking down detalled
accounts from the couple and
ahypnotist may be used to dig
outinformation lostinthe
subconscious.

He said 167 UFO sightings had
beenreportedtothe
assoclation this year. Thirty of

. them were connected with

abductions.

‘‘Lastyearwe had no
abduction claimsatall. Wedo
notknow why there has been
asudden increasethisyear.’
*Rcould be thatmore people
are willing to share their
experiences. In the past they

UFO snghtmgs (LR LT GRET T | were perhaps wary of being

ridiculed."
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'York postman John Hunt who saw a mystery object on

Yorkshire Evening Press 21.05.94
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